THE KING RULES
the Government not unnaturally refused to pay the reward
offered in the proclamation. Onslow, however, was not to he
deterred by this piece of trickery. He named six other publishers
as being guilty of violating the Standing Order; and successfully
moved that they should appear at the Bar to receive punishment.
Four obeyed the order; one was in prison and could not do so;
and the sixth, Millar, refused to appear. Three of the four men
who appeared in the House were dismissed with a reprimand :
the case of the fourth was adjourned for further consideration.
Onslow again moved that the House should order the arrest of
Millar; and a messenger was sent to execute the warrant.
Once again the Opposition in the City had laid a cunning plan.
Millar refused to go with the messenger, who thereupon tried
to take him by force. A constable, posted near Millar's house
for the purpose, came forward to arrest the messenger for assault;
and carried him off to the Guildhall to appear before Wilkes.
Wilkes would not deal with the case, and the constable then
took his prisoner to the Mansion House to charge him before
the Lord Mayor, Brass Crosby. Late in the evening the messenger
was brought before Brass Crosby sitting in his court with Wilkes
and Oliver. Millar's complaint was stated; and the Lord Mayor
asked the messenger by what authority he dared to arrest the
complainant. He replied that he was acting on the authority of
the Speaker of the House of Commons and showed his warrant.
At that stage in the proceedings the Deputy Serjeant-at-Arms
made his appearance; and commanded the magistrates to hand
into his custody both the messenger and Millar. This was
refused; Millar was discharged; and the messenger was com-
mitted to take his trial on a charge of assault, bail eventually
being allowed.
The House of Commons was very angry at the turn of events:
its authority had been insolently defied. It was consequently
moved that the Lord Mayor and the two Aldermen should
appear at the Bar of the House. Brass Crosby and Oliver obeyed
the order: "Wilkes refused on the ground that he would not
enter the House of Commons until he could do so as the Member
for Middlesex. An attack of gout necessitated the withdrawal
of the Lord Mayor before his case could be completed; but
Alderman Oliver put up a spirited defence of his actions, and
went so far as to glory * in the fact laid to his charge.' His friends
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